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The NE Ohio region has a long history of great sports teams, events and venues. From the early days of League Park, to the opening of the new browns stadium in 1999. In addition to having a great sports tradition, the city is known for its legendary fan base. One of the reasons Cleveland has such a great number of fans is that our fans come from the entire region not just Cleveland. These regional fans definitely help support the team through their spirit and attendance, however they do very little to finance the team.


There several problems with the current state of sporting teams in the northeast Ohio region. It seems that there is a disproportionate share of the burden of the teams (stadiums, costs, etc.) being born by the citizens of Cuyahoga County. For example, in order to finance a new stadium, the city levied a tax upon certain goods, such as alcohol and tobacco purchased within the county. Although on its face it is a non discriminatory tax, because anyone who purchases goods in Cuyahoga County will be affected by the tax, it nonetheless burdens those who make a majority of their purchases in Cuyahoga County more so than other casual buyers. Therefore, the citizens of Cuyahoga County, who live and work here, carried a disproportionate amount of the burden for the new stadiums while those in surrounding counties, who enjoy both the ability to go to games as well as watch the events on local television, essentially get a free ride. 

It has come to my attention that Chris Ronayne wrote a thesis on this exact problem while a student at CSU. I have tried to contact him about getting a copy of this report. He has not gotten back to me yet. This is definitely an interesting area to look into, but it is unlikely that the above problem will ever change. I personally think that levying a sin tax in other counties to finance a stadium that only benefits one county (excluding non-economic costs) will never fly. If it was possible to set up some sort of revenue sharing project, I think that other counties might be keener on a project of this sort. 

Thus far I have come up with these websites which have a lot of information on the subject:

http://www.ercnet.org/neohio/
This website is a great starting point. It gives links to many of the arts/culture/entertainment spots in NE Ohio. It helped me find most of the different sports teams/venues/events that occur within the region. This is definitely a good site we can link to our final website. 

http://www.lkwdpl.org/locals.htm#sports
This was another website I found similar to the previous one. It has links to all types of arts, cultural and entertainment organizations in the region. This one was more geared towards my partners topic since she is doing arts/culture and I am focusing on sports/sporting events. 

http://www.clevelandsports.org/
This website was directly on point with my research subject matter. The Greater Cleveland Sports Commission is dedicated to making Cleveland the nation's premier destination for amateur sports events and activities. The Sports Commission offers a wide array of services and assistance to not only attract events to Cleveland, but to ensure their success. Some of the services they offer are:  Sponsorship, Event Management, Marketing, Public Relations, Facility and Site Selection, Volunteers, Hospitality, Vendor, Referrals and Connections to the Cleveland Community. 

Table 1

Below is a complied list of NE Ohio sports teams/venues/events that regularly occur in our region:

	Major Sporting Venues
	Major Sports Team
	Major Events

	Boston Mills/Brandywine Ski Resort
	Akron Aeros
	All American Soap Box Derby

	Browns Stadium
	Akron Racers
	Cleveland Grand Prix

	Canal Park
	Cleveland Barons
	Cleveland Marathon

	CSU Convocation Center
	Cleveland Browns
	Cleveland National Air Show

	Eastlake Ballpark
	Cleveland Cavaliers
	Gravity Games

	Gund Arena
	Cleveland Force
	Red Bull Wings Skydiving and Paradiving Competition

	Jacobs Field
	Cleveland Fusion
	

	Northfield Park
	Cleveland Indians
	

	Thistledown
	Mahoning Valley Scrappers
	

	Painesville Speedway
	
	

	Lorain County Speedway
	
	

	Barberton Speedway
	
	

	DSTP Motorsports
	
	

	Lorain County Speedway
	
	

	Akron Marathon
	
	


