PDD 611 Capstone

Spring 2005

Examination of Ethics in Planning Practice (5 points); due April 26

The purpose of this assignment is to explore ethical issues that inhere in planning practice. You are to write a 3-4 page essay that focuses on an issue that you consider to be of ethical substance or a question of moral choice in the focus of the class on regional governance. 

Your essay should explore and focus on the planner’s responsibility to the public, and should explicitly include one of more of the 7 codified behaviors in that section of the AICP Code of Ethics.

The essay should include the following sections:

1. a brief description of the ethical issue, situation or choice as you see it, that has arisen in the course of the class discussions of regional governance

2. an array of the conflicts, competing values, and  goals that inhere in the issue

3. a discussion of the criteria you would use to figure out the “right” or “good” way to resolve the issues, including guidance offered by the AICP Code of Ethics and its canons; be sure to point out if/where the AICP Code does not adequately offer guidance

4. a proposal for how you would resolve the issue if you were a practitioner who found him or herself involved in the situation. Include the values that you hold and the criteria you would use as the basis of your decisions and actions, and any sources of guidance you would seek. Be sure to include how and why your solution best serves the public interest as you define it.

Your essay should be typed, double spaced, using 1” margins and 12 point font. Please make sure your name and student # are on the first page. 

