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Officials split on united Brunswick 
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Plain Dealer Reporter 

Brunswick - When City Manager Robert Zienkowski looks at a map, he can see one big Brunswick one that pools the resources of two governments to better serve city residents and people in Brunswick Hills Township. 

The city manager says the city and the township have an opportunity to embrace regionalism and ignore the politics that have divided the Brunswicks for about four decades. 
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Township Trustee Kathleen Scheuzow scoffs at Zienkowski's idea, saying most township residents are happy with their minimal government and wouldn't trade for a city that might tell them how high to cut their grass or what color to paint their house. 

Zienkowski said he hopes to explore the merger idea with township officials next month and would like to see a proposal for a merger study commission on the ballot in November. 

To get the issue on the ballot, about 848 city voters and 184 township voters would have to sign petitions. Scheuzow said petitioners might get the merger on the ballot, but she's sure township voters will never approve it. 

Township residents would pay more in taxes if the township and the city merged, both sides agree. The biggest bite would come from the 1.35 percent city income tax that township residents don't pay unless they work in another community with an income tax. 

What the tax figures don't show, Zienkowski said, is the future cost of providing services in Brunswick Hills Township, the fastest growing township in Medina County. The township's small police and service departments won't be able to meet the demands of a growing population, he said. 

Zienkowski pointed to a chart showing that his city could lose $214,325 in state aid this year under Gov. Bob Taft's budget. Brunswick Hills Township would lose about $13,000. 

Local governments need to find ways to do more with less - and, Zienkowski said, it only makes sense to serve the two Brunswicks with one police department, one fire department and one service department. 

The city has 20 street and service department workers while the township has two, according to statistics provided by Zienkowski's office. The city employs 40 full-time and three part-time police personnel compared with 10 full-time in the township. And Brunswick has 26 full-time and four part-time fire personnel compared with 35 volunteer firefighters in the township. 

Scheuzow said she would campaign against the merger and promised to move if a merger is approved. 

The merger talk is built on the premise that township residents pine for the services they see in the city, she said. 

That just isn't so, she said. 

For instance, township residents don't worry about the fact that they have to contract for their own garbage pickup, she said. 
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