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Capstone – Non Profit Research Summary

Our research for the non-profit group entailed creating a database of all non-profits in the seven-county region that engaged in commercial, retail, or residential development or rehabilitation.  I focused on the non-profits within Cuyahoga County only.  We gathered the following data:  name of organization, address, contact information, director, mission statement, scope of services and development, scope of housing production, factors that influenced development, and budget information.  Budget information was available for all non-profits with an annual income of over $25,000 from http://www.guidestar.org.  All other information was found either through searching the web or by contacting the individual organizations.  For those organizations we contacted, I asked the following set of questions:  

1. 
What is your organization’s service area?  How many square miles?  

2. 
How many employees are in your organization?

3. 
What is the scope of your organization’s real estate development? What is the scope of your organization's commercial revitalization work? Does your organization only participate in commercial/economic development? If no, how many new construction or rehabbed housing units did your organization complete in the years 2004? 2003? 2002? 2001? 2000? and 1999?  (estimates are fine)

4. 
What factors, if any, influence your organization's production capacity (for example: land availability, age of housing, access to

capital)?

We assumed when we began that most organizations would not be willing to answer many of our questions and, as we thought, many refused or have yet to respond to our inquiries.  Our hope is to analyze this data to see how many organizations throughout the region are duplicating efforts and how many are operating in overlapping services or service areas.  

