	Ohio at a Glance
	Year
	Source

	Ohio is ranked 34th among the 50 states in total area with 44,828 square miles.
	2000
	U.S. Census Bureau, 2000

	Ohio is ranked 7th among the 50 states in population with 11,353,140 people.
	2000
	U.S. Census Bureau, 2000

	During 1996-1997, Ohio's average per capita state and local taxes were $2,597, ranking Ohio 22nd among the 50 states.
	2001
	U.S. Department of Commerce, 2001

	Agriculture is the primary economic generator according to the State of Ohio
	2000
	Ohio Farmland Preservation Task Force, Findings and Recommendations, Report to the Governor, 1997.

	Tourism is the second largest portion of Ohio's economy.
	2001
	Ohio Division of Travel & Tourism.  Fact Sheet - 2001.  www.ohiotourism.com

	The three major industries in Ohio are:  Manufacturing, Retail Trade and Educational, Health and Social Service.
	2000
	U.S. Census Bureau, 2000

	With 26,222 total acres, Ohio ranks 36th among the 50 states in state and federally owned land.
	2000
	U.S. Census Bureau, 2000

	Ohio ranks 47th in the nation in public land available per capita for recreation (Ohio has no more recent numbers).
	1986
	Ohio Statewide Comprehensive Outfoor Recreation Plan, Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 1986.

	Ohio ranked 6th among the 50 states in Toxic Release Inventory (TRI).
	2000
	U.S. Environmental Protetion Agency, 2000.  "Toxic Release Inventory Program."

	Ohio is traversed by a continental divide which separates the Great Lakes from the Mississippi watersheds.  About one-third of the land area of Ohio is in the Great Lakes watershed and about two-thirds are in the Mississippi.
	2001
	A Guide to Streams, Randy Sanders, Ohio Chapter of American Fisheries Society.

	88% of Ohio os privately owned by individuals and local government.  

· 7.8% of Ohio's land is under Lake Erie (managed by ODNR).  

· 1.6% of Ohio is owned by ODNR.  

· 1.3% of Ohio is in Federal Lands.  

· 0.8% of Ohio is inland lakes.
	2001
	A Guide to Streams, Randy Sanders, Ohio Chapter of American Fisheries Society.

	From 1960 to 1990, Ohio's land consumption grew at a rate of five times the rate of population growth.
	1997
	Ohio Farmland Preservation Task Force, Findings and Recommendations, Report to the Governor, 1997.


	Ohioans Support Open Space
	Year
	Source

	75.6% of surveyed Ohioans felt it is somewhat to extremely important to acquire land for parks, forests, and recreational areas.
	1994
	The Tarrance Group Survey:  Ohio Initiative 6394 (7/23/94)

	Percentage of Ohioans who felt it was somewhat to extremely important to set aside areas for endangered species = 84.5% 
	1994
	The Tarrance Group Survey:  Ohio Initiative 6394 (7/23/94)

	In September 1996, over 9,000 trail users in Cuyahoga Valley, Ohio, donated five dollars each to help maintain the trail
	1997
	Akron Beacon Journal (1997).  "Park Tags Net $45,000."  September 27, 1997

	Residents of Canal Place Condominiums in Akron, Ohio, have been willing to pay $8,000 more for the housing units located near the Towpath Trail, than for identical units that the same developer is building in Louisville, which also has a competitive real estate market.
	2002
	Higgins, John, Beacon Journal staff writer.  "Housing anchors near canal," Akron Beacon Journal.  March 18, 2002

	84% of adults want governments to include pedestrian and bicycle paths in transportation plans.  59% want governments to increase funding for sidewalks and paths even if it means they must drive slower.
	2003
	For the Surface Transportation Policy Project.  Belden, Russonello & Stewart, American Attitudes toward Walking and Creating Better Walking Communities

	A study of beach visitation to Lake Erie showed that multi-day visitors would be willing to spend between $6.93 and $7.39 per visit to eliminate one beach advisory and single day visitors would be willing to spend $2.06 per visit.
	2003
	Sohgen. The Value of Lake Erie Beaches.  AED, The Ohio State Univeristy

	In 2001, 2.9 million Ohioans spent $880 million watching wildlife.
	2002
	U.S. Fish and Wildlife Survey (2001).  National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation.  State Overview.  June, 2002.  OMB:  1018-0088


	Ohio, A Water Rich State
	Year
	Source

	Ohio is rich in water resources.  3,906 square miles of surface water (Lake Erie + inland lakes and ponds), 61,500 miles of inland rivers and streams, 451 miles of the Ohio River
	2003
	Ohio Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 2003

	Lake Erie is the 12th largest lake in the world, spanning an area of 3,499 square miles.  262 miles of the lake's shoreline are in Ohio, 6.9 miles of which are public beaches. 
	1999
	Ohio Department of Natural Resources (1999).  "Lake Erie Facts."  www.dnr.state.oh.us/geosurvey/

	530 million of Lake Erie's 110 billion gallons are used each day for municipal and drinking water supply.
	1996
	Dick Bartz.  "The Great Lake Erie."  Ohio Sea Grant.  http://earthsys.ag.ohio-state.edu/project/pubs/LAKEERIE.html

	About 40% of Ohio's large rivers do NOT meet standards for fish and aquatic life.  About 50% of Ohio's small streams do NOT meet the standards for fish and aquatic life. 
	2002
	Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report

	As of 1998, habitat alteration and siltation from excessive erosion are two of the three leading causes of non-attainment of healthy aquatic life in Ohio streams.
	2001
	A Guide to Streams, Randy Sanders, Ohio Chapter of American Fisheries Society.

	Sediment adds $.32 per ton in water treatment costs.  A 10% reduction of sediment would result in a 4% reduction of water treatment costs.
	1987
	Foster, Bardos, and Southgate.  Soil Erosion and Water Treatment Costs.  Journal of Soil and Water Conservation 42:349-352.

	The value of high quality wetlands in Northeast Ohio can be estimated at $47,000 per acre.
	2000
	Brent Sohngen.  Economic Benefits of Wetland Protection:  What Do We Know?, Presentation to Cuyahoga RAP, 8/24/2000. AED Economics,  The Ohio State University.

	Ohio ranks 2nd among the 50 states in wetlands lost.
	2000
	GIS Data Analysis Report.  "Getting GIS into the Hands of the Conservationist.  Phase1:  Demonstration Project."

	Although wetlands are a fundamentally important element of the Great Lakes ecosystem and are of obvious merit, their numbers continue to decline at an alarming rate.  Over two-thirds of the Great Lakes wetlands have already been lost and many of those remaining are threatened by development, drainage, or pollution.
	1995
	EPA and Environment Canada.  The Great Lakes Atlas and Resource Book.  http://www.epa.gov/glnpo/atlas/index.html

	More fish are produced each year for human consumption from Lake Erie than from the other four Great Lakes (Huron, Michigan, Superior, and Ontario) combined.
	1999
	Ohio Department of Natural Resources (1999).  "Lake Erie Facts."  www.dnr.state.oh.us/geosurvey/

	In 2001, 1.4 million Ohio anglers spent $944.6 million in fishing related expenses.
	2002
	2001 Wildlife Study, US Fish & Wildlife Service.  OMB:  1018-0088

	Rivers Unlimited, an Ohio river advocate organization, estimates that the annual value of a mile of fishable stream is $13,477.
	2000
	Rivers Unlimited.  Summer Newsletter, 2000.

	In 2002, Ohio registered 56,813 canoes and kayaks.  These paddlers spent $55 per trip on food and lodging.
	1998
	Economic Study of Recreational Boating.  Division of Watercraft, ODNR


	Open Space Projects Recreation Bonanza
	Year
	Source

	In 1995, hunting, fishing, and non-consumptive activities in Ohio generated more than $38 million on federal income tax revenues and approximately $33 million in state income tax revenues
	1995
	Economic Impacts of Fish and Wildlife Associated Recreation.  1995.  Original:  Southwick Associates (1997).  "The Economic Impacts of Fish and Wildlife Associated Recreation on Public Lands in Ohio."  Research Paper.

	Estimated annual value of outdoor recreation to the U.S. economy - $40 billion.
	1996
	Outdoor Coalition of America.  "Economic Benefits of Outdoor Recreation,"  State of the Industry Report (1997).

	Retail sales in the outdoor recreation industry in 1997 were estimated at $4.7 billion.  This is up $400 million from 1995.
	1996
	Outdoor Coalition of America.  "Economic Benefits of Outdoor Recreation,"  State of the Industry Report (1997).

	43 million US cyclists spend $5.3 billion annually.
	2002
	Bicycle Magazine.  February 2002.

	In 2002, beach advisories due to high levels of bacteria cost Lake Erie communities 4.5 million in lost revenues.
	2003
	Sohgen.  The Value of Lake Erie Beaches.  AED, The Ohio State University.

	Non-consumptive activities on public lands n Ohio generate $50.2 million in retail sales, $35.5 million in salaries and wages, 2000 jobs, and $3.7 million in tax revenues.
	1997
	Economic Impacts of Fish and Wildlife Associated Recreation.  1995.  Original:  Southwick Associates (1997).  "The Economic Impacts of Fish and Wildlife Associated Recreation on Public Lands in Ohio."  Research Paper.

	People who fish, hunt, and watch Ohio's wildlife spend about $2.8 billion a year to do so.  Of the 50 States Ohio ranked:  3rd in hunting-related expenditures, $951 million; 5th in the number of people who watch wildlife, 2.9 million; 7th in fishing-related expenditures, $944.6 million; 7th in the number of in-state anglers, 1.4 million; 7th in the number of in-state hunters, 490,000; 16th in money spent watching wildlife, $880 million.
	2002
	U.S. Fish and Wildlife Survey (2001).  "2001 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation."  State Overview.  June, 2002.  OMB:  1018-0088


	Tourism and Open Space
	Year
	Source

	In 2001, travelers contributed $1.8 billion in state taxes and $1.7 billion in local taxes in Ohio.
	2001
	Ohio Division of Travel and Tourism.  Fact Sheet 2001.  www.ohiotourism.com

	Tourism is the second largest portion of Ohio's economy.
	2001
	Ohio Division of Travel and Tourism.  Fact Sheet 2001.  www.ohiotourism.com

	Ohio travelers spent $23.1 billion in 2001 on accommodations, food, recreation, transportation, and retail.  This spending directly supported 552,000 jobs.
	2001
	Ohio Division of Travel and Tourism.  Fact Sheet 2001.  www.ohiotourism.com

	In 1999, 31 million visitors to Ohio's State Parks spent an average of nearly $70 per trip.
	2000
	For ONDR, Strategic Research Group, Economic Impact of State Parks in Ohio

	Each year, nature tourists spend $5.6 million in Ottawa County alone.
	2000
	Lake Erie Tourism Plan.  Fermatta, Inc.  2000.  http://www.coastalohio.com

	Every year, the spectacular scenery and the home grown maple syrup attract 17,500 visitors to the maple sugar festivities in the small village of Burton, Ohio.  Burton's glacial deposits and Great Lakes regional climate make it ideal for the growth of sugar maple trees.
	2003
	"Visitors flock to Ohio Village known as pancake town USA."  Akron Beacon Journal.  February 21, 2003.

	Thornburgh Station, a 4.5 acre, $10 million restaurant, office/retail, and recreation complex is defined by owner/manager, rank Sinit, as "A gateway to the Cuyahoga Valley National Park through the Cleveland Metroparks' Erie Canal Reservation."
	2002
	Properties Magazine, Inc.  Http://www.propertiesmag.com/archives/2002-02/station.htm

	"The recreational boom along the trail is fueling mini-economic spurts in Valley View, Peninsula, Akron's Merriman Valley, Clinton, Canal Fulton, Massillon, and Navarre."
	2003
	Downing.  "10 Years Old, Growing."  Akron Beacon Journal.  September 19, 2003.


	Green Infrastructure
	Year
	Source

	Green Infrastructure - An interconnected network of land and water that sustains our air and water resources by maintaining and enhancing natural ecological processes.
	2001
	Green Infrastructure Working Group www.greeninfrastructure.net

	World's combined GDP:  $18 trillion per year.  Nature's economic value considering goods and services provided by ecosystems:  $33 trillion per year.
	1997
	Costanza, Robert and others.  "The Value of the World's Ecosystem Services and Natural Capital."  Nature.  Vol. 387.  May 15, 1997.

	In Ohio, more than 85 million tons of soil erodes annually.  Much of this soil ends up in lakes, rivers, and streams, degrading water quality and costing millions of dollars to remove.
	2001
	The Trust for Public Land.  Ohio Publications, 2001.

	The 2002 cost of dredging Ohio's Lake Erie harbors alone = $5.6 million.
	2002
	The Army Corps of Engineers, 2002 Dredging Report  http://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/ndc/dredge/pdf

	The annual cost of removing sediment from Ohio's lakes, streams, etc. was approximately $162 million in 1988
	1989
	Ohio's Challenge.  Original Citation: Hitzhuzen, Fred J. (n.d.) "Soil Erosion:  A Downstream Economic Perspective."  Ohio State University.

	Sediment adds $.32 per ton in treatment costs; 10% reduction in sedimentation would result in a 4% savings in overall treatment costs.
	1999
	Sohngen.  "The Economics of Vegetated Filter Strips," Ohio State University Extension.  AE-0006-99

	The Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewer District has allotted $15 million over 15 years to purchase land or easements to protect water quality and prevent flooding.  The study which proposed the purchase noted that cost benefit could be as high as 8-to-1.
	2002
	Great Lakes Basin Report of the Great Lakes Fisheries Council.  July 2002.

	In 1995, 48% of polled Ohioans strongly agreed and 30% somewhat agreed that unmanaged growth of shopping centers, subdivisions, and strip malls is consuming Ohio's landscape and must be slowed down.
	1996
	EcoCity Cleveland (1996).  September/October.  Vol. 5, No. 12. pg 13.

	In Lake County, Ohio, for every $1 received in property taxes, the community paid $1.54 to provide services to residential properties.  For farm and forestland, for every $1 received, only 34 cents was paid out for services.
	1996
	EcoCity Cleveland, 1996.  "Moving to the Cornfields:  A Reader on Urban Sprawl."  Special Publication.


Source:  Ohio Greenways:  www.ohiogreenways.com

