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Port Authorities

1. Legal


Ohio Port Authorities (“Ports”) are created and governed under Ohio Revised Code, Chapter 4582.  Section 4582.02 states “Any municipal corporation, township, county, or any combination of… may create a port authority. A municipal corporation shall act by ordinance, a township shall act by resolution of the township trustees, and a county shall act by resolution of the county commissioners, in authorizing the creation of a port authority.”


According to section 4582.06 of the ORC, a Port may (summary):

a. Acquire, construct, furnish, equip, maintain, repair, sell, exchange, lease to or from, lease with an option to purchase, convey other interests in, or operate real or personal property…

b. Straighten, deepen, and improve any canal, channel, river, stream, or other water course or way….

c. Issue bonds or notes for the acquisition, construction, furnishing, or equipping of any real or personal property,… except that the bonds or notes only may be issued pursuant to a vote of the electors residing within the territory of the port authority.  

d. …..operate any property in connection with transportation, recreational, governmental operations, or cultural activities.  

e. Exercise the right of eminent domain to appropriate any land, rights, rights-of-way, franchises, easements, or other property, necessary or proper for any authorized purpose…..

2. Northeast Ohio Port Authorities

Currently, there are over 33 Port Authorities located throughout the state of Ohio (See Ohio Port Authorities PDF).  Seven of these Ports are located within the seven county Northeast Ohio Region.  These include:

a. Medina County Port Authority

b. Cuyahoga County-Cleveland Port Authority

c. Vermillion City Port Authority

d. Lorain Port Authority

e. Lorain County Port Authority

f. Fairport Harpor Port Authority

g. Summit County Port Authority

While all complying with the ORC, these seven ports have very different governing structures, scope of operations, and budgets (See Table 1, Northeast Ohio Port Authorities).

3. Regional Issues

One unique aspect of the Cuyahoga County-Cleveland Port Authority compared to the other ports in the seven county region is the regional approach often taken by the Cuyahoga County Port.  The Port has helped finance at numerous projects outside of Cuyahoga County.  The board has “approved $20.5 million to build an office building in Medina County”, has partnered to finance a Goodyear expansion in Summit County and has “voted to issue $6 million in bonds for expansion of a family-owned plant in Jackson, a small city in southern Ohio.”



In response to the Jackson expansion, Board Member Jim Carney replied “We’re helping our whole state even though it’s not right here.”  This regional and statewide approach may be questioned by the voters of Cuyahoga County who alone bear the tax burden to finance the Port, but may see little direct benefit from projects outside of their county (See Port Articles).


Regionalizing the Ports of Northeast Ohio has some potential.  A greater taxing area could generate more revenue and provide a more equitable base to fund the regional approach needed for the economic development role that most ports have adopted.  It is recommended that this approach be studied to see if it meets the legal requirements placed on Port Authorities by the State of Ohio as well as has any political support for this merger.  

� From Anderson’s Ohio Revised Code:  (http://onlinedocs.andersonpublishing.com/oh/lpExt.dll?f=templates&fn=main-h.htm&cp=PORC)





