EMERGING 2003-2004 Regional Water Resources Initiatives:  

rEGIONAL wATER rESOURCES mANAGEMENT cOMMITTEE

· Manage 4-month (September-December) CWRU Weatherhead School of Management Active Learning Project (just approved) that is focused on “formulating a strategy to provide guidance as to how Northeast Ohio should utilize its fresh water natural resource assets as a regional economic driver in an environmentally responsive manner”.  This effort will also involve Jack Kleinhenz, Sustainable Cleveland and H2 Ohio.  The outputs of this project should create follow-on initiatives in 2004.

· Develop a working relationship with H2 Ohio/Leadership Cleveland to advance H2 Ohio’s mission of:

Influence every sector of Cleveland’s economy and lifestyle to promote the sustainable and creative use of water to:

· contribute to economic competitiveness

· create a sense of place

· attract and retain talented people

· makes Cleveland a leader in the hydrogen economy

Dennis Eckart has offered to house H2 Ohio within the Growth Association and provide support.

H2 Ohio will probably be the focal point for the “2004 Regional Water Summit” initiative.  Also, H2 Ohio will be one of five focus projects for the 2004 Leadership Cleveland class (H2 Ohio concept was conceived by the 2003 Leadership Cleveland class).  Thus, this will be an excellent resource of “free” human capital to advance the Summit concept and to champion the Summit outcomes.

· During 2004, assist the OLEC in the implementation of the Lake Erie Basin Watershed planning program at the state level that is being proposed by the OLEC’s Lake Erie Balanced Growth Blue Ribbon Panel.

· Partner with Ideastream and others to develop a comprehensive public radio (and possibly TV) series on “WATER” and its existing and potential impacts on the region’s economy and quality of life.  Preliminary conversations have begun, but no firm commitment from Ideastream yet.

· The Growth Association sponsored initiative to develop a Cuyahoga River Valley Economic Development Vision should get started this fall.  It should generate  other water-related opportunities for the Committee.  Similarly, the existing Lakefront planning processing might also generate such opportunities.

· Development of an issue paper to identify the economic benefits of clean water to Northeast Ohio.  As part of this effort, need to explore obtaining funding (from NEORSD and City Water Department) to update the Cuyahoga River RAP community preference poll commissioned in 1992.  Committee needs to also start thinking about developing workable methodologies to measure the impacts of regional water-related projects over the next decade.

· Committee also talked about outlining a water-focused civic agenda that identified issues, potential solutions and priorities.  Nothing has started on this proposal to date.

· Soren Hansen will be finalizing the findings of our municipal survey of water and sewer capital infrastructure needs in Cuyahoga County over the next couple of months.  This information is expected to provide a stronger data base for a more proactive federal advocacy initiative to secure federal grants to assist local governments in the repair and rehab of their existing water/sewer systems and/or construct new facilities where needed to meet federal mandates and/or growth.

· It is unclear about the Committee’s immediate role in the promotion of a regional storm water management program.  However, when the NEORSD publicly releases its regional storm water plan, we need to be prepared to be proactive.

· Committee needs to decide whether or not it wants to take any proactive role(s) with various existing watershed initiatives.  Currently, do not have the staff resources for such activity.  This would include such opportunities as the TMDL for the lower Cuyahoga. 

September 9, 2003

t\Regional Water Resources….\2003 Regional Water Resources Mgmt Initiatives White Paper

