GIS AS INFRASTRUCTURE

A region’s capital infrastructure system is comprised of several public and private sector components—transportation, water and sewer, school, energy, communications and information technology systems.  Within the information system component, GIS has become an integrated Spatial Data Infrastructure element that revolves around standardizing data about location. 

The financing of GIS infrastructure should be perceived in the same context that funding would be provided for any public infrastructure investment.  The emerging model for how to pay for this infrastructure is based on the way we pay for libraries—no user fees.  Accessing library information is considered so important that everyone may use libraries for free.  Funding is shared using local and state resources.

GIS AS A REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TOOL

To be competitive in today’s economic development environment, it is critical to have a spatial database that allows quick access to parcel-based information.  Cuyahoga County has over 600,000 parcels that are currently not in a standardized GIS format that is necessary for universal public access and application.

Other urban regions throughout the state and nation have adopted GIS technology and use it extensively for normal business and government transactions.  Its use for identifying the optimum parcel for a new company to locate to is a common business application.

The business community in NEO is just beginning to understand the benefits of having an integrated GIS database.  For example, at Team NEO, it often takes a considerable amount of time and effort to respond to individual inquires from companies about expanding, relocating or locating their business in Cuyahoga County.  An integrated countywide GIS base map would greatly facilitate this effort at a reduced cost per inquiry and improved staff productivity.  Similarly, site selection consultants routinely access GIS information about available property for development from their offices, but they cannot do this currently for Cuyahoga County.
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