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REGIONAL WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

SEPTEMBER 21, 2004

MINUTES

A regularly scheduled meeting of the Regional Water Resources Management Committee was convened at 8:10 A.M., September 21, 2004 at the new offices of the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District.

Attendance:

Ronald Janke, Chair, Jones Day; James Danek, Cuyahoga County Planning Commission; Thomas Denbow, URS; David Goss, Greater Cleveland Partnership; Nathan Green, Cleveland-Cuyahoga County Port Authority; Soren Hansen, Consultant to the Greater Cleveland Partnership; David Hartman, Arcadis-FPS; Jerry Hazelwood, Carter Burgess; Donald Killinger, Cuyahoga County Board of Health; Eugene Kramer, Attorney; Thomas Likavec, Burgess & Niple; Lyn Luttner, US Environmental Protection Agency; Janine Rybka, Cuyahoga Soil & Water Conservation District; Lester Stumpe, Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District; Marlene Sundheimer, Cleveland Division of Water

I.   
Opening Remarks

Chair Ron Janke opened the meeting with introductions and a request to Lester Stumpe to describe the new office complex.  Mr. Janke requested and received approval of the minutes of the meetings of March 23, 2004.  

Bill Skowronski reported on NOACA’s Transportation / Water Quality Task Force (attachment) which he chaired.  The Task Force recommended integrated planning between the two professional disciplines of Transportation Engineering and Environmental Science to prevent degradation of water quality.  “Currently environmental concerns tend to be taken into account after the planning phase and only after projects are fairly well defined…Data on some of the most critical environmental resources in the region is sketchy.”   Environmental programs should learn to “ask for things” just like the transportation community.

Jan Rybka reported that the region’s soil maps are available in digital format and lack only the stream layers.  A $10,500 project will add the stream layers for Cuyahoga County.   Jim Danek reported on the progress of the Green Space Plan Watershed Team program.  

These three programs will be added to the Related Initiatives Status listing.

II. Draft Council of Great Lakes Governors’ Charter Annex 2001 Implementation Agreement 

Mr. Janke reported on this proposed regulatory registration process with public comments open until October 18.  He referred to a Detroit Free Press handout and the concern expressed by business groups about additional paperwork and costly regulations.   The Committee mentioned several related issues:

· Applies only to a few users (greater than 100,000 gals per day).

· Currently there is a registration for data in Ohio.  It is not a permit.

· Should allowances be made for seasonal users (like farming)?

· Is this an ownership issue?  Who has rights to water?

· Justifying the use of water is not a concept in Ohio law.

· Potential conflict with wanting to use water as a regional economic driver if concurrence of all Great Lakes states and two Canadian provinces is needed.

· We need the data.  If we don’t treat water as precious, why should others?

· Water as an unlimited commodity versus a limited ecosystem resource.

· Can the requirement for a unanimous vote stifle decisions?

· Concern about the concept of “exclusive right” to water, e.g., Akron.

· How realistic is the western states’ future need for water?  (A handout regarding desalination in California offers one solution.)

· This started as a diversion issue, now it is also a consumption issue

· Ohio Environmental Council comments: http://www.theoec.org
III.
H2OHIO Water Quality & Usage Market Research

Mr. Goss reported on this initiative funded by H2OHIO, Cleveland Water Department, Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District, American Heritage River, and Build Up Greater Cleveland.  The Phase 1 survey of the general public is complete.   Mr. Janke presented preliminary survey results at the Investing in Healthy Streams for Healthy Communities Symposium.  A formal analysis is pending.  The one-on-one Phase 2 interview, focused on community leaders, will include storm water funding issues.   A report of both surveys will be published.  Lester Stumpe commented on focus group surveys just completed for the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District on similar topics resulting in the realization that more targeted and more frequent public information needs to be initiated.  Dramatic changes are needed to sell the public on the cost of the planned Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) programs. Since the public seems not to know that two separate organizations provide water and sewer, possibly a new combined Water & Sewer District should evolve.

III. Other Activities Discussion

1. “Do less with more” represents the theme of the new Greater Cleveland Partnership Strategic Plan Cleveland on the Edge. Four major strategies will be targeted: 

· Innovation, Technology & High-growth Businesses; 

· Education & Workforce Development; 

· Connected Physical Development; and 

· Business Retention, Expansion & Attraction.  

Water is not a focal point of these strategies, although there are some indirect references, (e.g., Lakefront Plan Project). Committee comments included:

· Jim White’s CLEERTEC concept would create jobs using water resources as a driving force.   The Symposium can become a jumping off point to get a different group of people engaged in the discussion.

· Bob Farley of Team NEO understands the economic issues around water, not for water consumption, but as a quality of life amenity for employees.

· Water component issues do occur within other regional discussion items.

· Creating jobs, jobs, jobs, is the focus of business leadership.  Northeast Ohio is losing jobs faster than they are being created.

· Cleveland’s poverty ranking may spur action.

· Knowledge workers select where to live based on quality of life.

· Alluding to our lake and river assets is not enough of a response from the business community.  There seems to be a wall between business and regional water resources that should not exist.   This is very distressing.

· The Joyce Foundation and the Gund Foundation support water resource initiatives.  

· The Committee currently has twenty-two issues related to the region’s water resources plus more added today.  Now is a critical time for the business community to be involved.

· There are too many issues, with differing objectives and with varying time frames, for business to be strategically involved.  Business involvement needs to have a “jobs” focus.

· This is the small business community’s initial attempt at helping to set the civic agenda.  They do not yet have a long-range view.  What presentations need to be made and to whom to encourage a long-range view?

· Consideration is being given to a new developmental authority to assemble parcels for development within the region.  The Port Authority may be involved as that Authority.  Without a parcel assembly strategy in Cleveland, jobs will locate outside the City limits.

· We should adopt the concept of “The Economics of Perception” as stated by the Carter-Burgess presenter at the Symposium and recognize that what we are doing is worthwhile and of interest to potential employees and investors.  We need to think differently.

· The local adoption of The Green Building Coalition’s Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED) certification may be an indicator of interest by small businesses in natural resource issues.

· Watersheds are the missing links.  It is unfortunate that the business community is only focusing on the lake.  A healthy lake does not happen without the watersheds’ being healthy.  The City of Cleveland, too, is not giving priority to the Cuyahoga River. There is no doubt that it will happen.  We need a proactive intervention and strategy toward that goal.

2. In Jim White’s absence to report on the Investing in Healthy Streams for Healthy Communities Symposium, Soren Hansen will obtain a digital copy of the overhead presentation to send to Committee members.

V.
Next Meeting

The next meeting will be scheduled as needed on a Wednesday morning.

The meeting adjourned at 9:35 AM

Respectfully submitted

Soren Hansen

Consultant to the Greater Cleveland Partnership

Attachments: [for non-attendees]

· NOACA Transportation/Water Quality Task Force Findings & Recommendations
· Related Initiatives Status – September 21, 2004

· Detroit Free Press – September 15, 2004

· Water Report: State Go “Desal” to Provide Water

· Cleveland on the Edge

· Cuyahoga / Lake Erie Environmental Restoration and Technology Center

· Plus other handouts not discussed
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