PRIORITY SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE


ACTION INITIATIVES





Listed below are the priority sustainable infrastructure action initiatives selected by Infrastructure Working Group members for each “change statement” category.  Similar to the “change statement” category prioritization process, there were always two obvious action initiative priorities identified for each category from the options list provided to the Working Group.  Hence, I believe a true consensus has been reached by the Working Group regarding priority sustainable infrastructure action initiatives to be proposed to the Sustainable Communities Symposium 2000.  Thanks for your help and participation!!





Regional Coordination





Advocate for a State of Ohio mandate (to include funding incentives) that requires each county to prepare a sustainable development/redevelopment strategy.


Advocate for the State of Ohio to provide funding support/incentives to metropolitan planning organizations (MPO) to achieve improved integration/coordination of infrastructure, water quality and land use planning/decision making performed by local governments.





Policy





Advocate for changes to applicable state and local regulations/policies (tax, funding, environmental, social equity) to encourage improved regional coordination of infrastructure and development/redevelopment investment decisions among local governments.


Advocate for changes to state transportation and water quality policies to provide additional funding assistance (not loans) directly to local governments to preserve and rehabilitate existing public infrastructure systems.





Quality of Life





Facilitate the development and implementation of sustainable “smart growth” programs/plans at state and local government levels.���


Advocate for new State of Ohio incentives to facilitate the revitalization of regional urban core areas through active public and private sector leadership participation in Governor Taft’s new urban revitalization program.





Infrastructure Maintenance





Continuously advocate to Northeast Ohio residents and public/private leadership the value of protecting/restoring watersheds and Lake Erie, reducing natural habitat and species loss, and improving water and air quality. 


Advocate for new state and local practices that incorporate the consideration of infrastructure maintenance costs and responsibilities into public sector infrastructure investment decision making.





Technology





Promote the increased use of information technology (IT) , geographic information systems (GIS) and infrastructure-related technology innovation applications that simultaneously enhance the preservation/utilization of existing infrastructure systems and facilitate the enhancement of technology-oriented workforce skills and economic development in Northeast Ohio.


Conduct workshops for the existing regional infrastructure workforce to facilitate the increased use of GIS to enhance the region’s infrastructure-related planning and decision making processes.
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