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Recently, Build Up Greater Cleveland’s (BUGC) Sustainable Infrastructure Task Force developed and approved the attached set of principles to provide guidance on defining the concept of “sustainable” infrastructure. 

A Working Group of Task Force members has been reviewing the Clean Ohio Fund White Paper and strongly believes that the integrative concept of “sustainability” * 

should be incorporated into the Clean Ohio Fund implementation legislation.   Specifically, it is recommended that “sustainability” be incorporated into the criteria used for project selection and as a “standard for success” for measuring the impacts of implemented Clean Ohio Fund projects.

Based on BUGC’s Sustainable Infrastructure Principles, it is recommended that the following language be incorporated into the Clean Ohio Fund implementation legislation:

Clean Ohio Fund projects should promote long-term local and regional sustainable development, through the integration of economic, environmental and equity issues and concerns, that:

a) improve the economic vitality of the region with particular emphasis on leveraging investments in priority local and regional economic development programs;

b) improve the quality of our region’s natural environments, taking into consideration air, land and water quality; species diversification; habitat preservation; conservation and restoration of resources; and minimization of waste;

c) support the social cohesion of communities and improve the quality of life for all segments of society; and

d) facilitate the preservation and rehabilitation of existing infrastructure systems.

It is also recommended that a concerted effort be made as part of the Clean Ohio Fund process to document best practices from funded projects that contribute to the achievement of the above “sustainability” criteria.  For example, the use of Clean Ohio Fund resources to retain one or more existing companies in an urban region through creative use of “Brownfield” funds to assemble land.  These best practices could then be shared throughout Ohio to leverage other sustainable development initiatives using a variety of public and private funding sources.

*The process for improving quality of life of future generations that balances economic progress, social equity and long-term protection of the environment.
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