Regional Planning Commission


The Ohio Revised Code §713.21 allows for the creation of a regional planning commission within a county or adjoining counties.  The next section of the ORC §713.23 provides the powers and duties of a regional planning commission as: 

The regional or county planning commission may make studies, maps, plans, recommendations and reports concerning the physical, environmental, social, economic, and governmental characteristics, functions, services, and other aspects of the region or county, respectively. The commission may make such studies, maps, plans, recommendations, and other reports as to areas outside the region or county concerning the physical, environmental, social, economic, and governmental characteristics, functions, services, and other aspects which affect the development and welfare of the region or county respectively, as a whole or as more than one political unit within the region or county.

These powers hardly have any real power to make and enforce land use decisions.  The regional planning commission appears to be merely an advisory panel, used by smaller municipalities to pool their resources and create a professional planning staff to consult in the creation of their comprehensive plans.  The use of a regional planning commission is a misnomer; the commission is analogous to a county planning commission only the scope of municipalities covered can cross county lines or remain in a localized area containing two or more municipalities by not the entire county.


ORC §713.23(B) provides, but does not limit, the specific duties that the regional planning commission should perform as:

(1) Preparing the plans, including studies, maps, recommendations, and reports on:
(a) Regional goals, objectives, opportunities, and needs, and standards, priorities, and policies to realize such goals and objectives;
(b) Economic and social conditions;
(c) The general pattern and intensity of land use and open space;
(d) The general land, water, and air transportation systems, and utility and communication systems;
(e) General locations and extent of public and private works, facilities, and services;
(f) General locations and extent of areas for conservation and development of natural resources and the control of the environment;
(g) Long-range programming and financing of capital projects and facilities.
(2) Promoting understanding of and recommending administrative and regulatory measures to implement the plans of the region;
(3) Collecting, processing, and analyzing social and economic data, undertaking continuing studies of natural and human resources, coordinating such research with other government agencies, educational institutions, and private organizations;
(4) Contracting with and providing planning assistance to other units of local government, councils of governments, planning commissions, and joint planning councils; coordinating the planning with neighboring planning areas; cooperating with the state and federal governments in coordinating planning activities and programs in the region;
(5) Reviewing, evaluating, and making comments and recommendations on proposed and amended comprehensive land use, open space, transportation, and public facilities plans, projects, and implementing measures of local units of government; and making recommendations to achieve compatibility in the region;
(6) Reviewing, evaluating, and making comments and recommendations on the planning, programming, location, financing, and scheduling of public facility projects within the region and affecting the development of the area;
(7) Undertaking other studies, planning, programming, conducting experimental or demonstration projects found necessary in the development of plans for the region or county, and coordinating work and exercising all other powers necessary and proper for discharging its duties;
(8) Carrying out all of the functions and duties of a director of economic development under division (B) of section 307.07 of the Revised Code pursuant to any agreement with a county under division (A)(1) of that section.


