About the Project


One of the last requirements of the Masters in Urban Planning Design and Development is the Planning Capstone Studio.  The Studio is intended as a way for students to use the tools they have learned throughout the masters program at Cleveland State University.  Each year the students cover a different topic.  This year the topic is Regional Governance.


Each student is responsible for gathering information within two different topics.  Topics are listed on the “Resources” page.  The data will then be combined into one form.  One survey will be given by every student to collect even more data.  The surveys will be done by phone and calls will be made randomly throughout the seven counties.  New groups will be arranged and each group will be given a level of governance.  The levels of governance will range from no change in governance, to change every part of governance in the regional.  Groups will then analysis the data to see if their level of governance is plausible.  These findings will be posted in the “Our Recommendation for Northeast Ohio” page once they have been concluded.  


During the course, over forty guests will come into the classroom and discuss with the students their thoughts about regional governance.  These guests range in experience, background, and opinions.  LIST GUESTS????
Research


I DON’T THINK ANYTHING ELSE NEEDS TO BE ADDED

Events


Here is your chance!  In May (exact date yet to be determined), the students of the Capstone Planning Studio will present their findings of Regional Governance in Northeast Ohio.  Please join us and express your interest in the region and in the future leaders of the region.  As the event is planned, more information will be provided.  

About Us


The students in the Planning Capstone Studio are an assortment of people.  Some have completed their master’s degree within two years; some have claimed they are the student who has been in the program the longest.  Some have never lived anywhere but northeast Ohio; some have moved to the region in order to obtain their master’s degree.  A few are joint degree students and are obtaining their law degree as well.  We are old(er), we are young, we are parents, we are students at the bars every weekend.  Together we are working to obtain our master’s degree in Urban Planning, Design and Development at the Levin College of Urban Affairs at Cleveland State University.  More importantly we are working together to try to answer an important question: Can regional governance come to northeast Ohio?  After this class we will all go our separate ways.  We might run into each other as we continue down our paths of life, we might not.  But we will be able to look back at these days and see how we somehow changed the life of others. 

Dr. Robert A. Simons: Project Coordinator



Robert A. Simons is a Professor of Urban Planning and Real Estate Development at the Levin College. Dr. Simons received his Ph.D. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in City and Regional Planning, with an emphasis in real estate. He also holds a Master of Science in Regional Planning and a Master of Science in Economics, both from U.N.C.

His undergraduate degree in anthropology was earned at Colorado State University. He has been a member of the American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP) since 1983. At the Levin College of Urban Affairs, Dr. Simons teaches courses in real estate development, market analysis and finance, public economics, environmental finance, a planning capstone studio and beginning in fall 2004, a PhD class in research design. Dr. Simons has published over 35 articles on real estate, urban redevelopment, environmental damages, housing policy and brownfields redevelopment. He authored a book entitled Turning Brownfields into Greenbacks, published by the Urban Land Institute. His second book, When Bad Things Happen to Good Property, is expected out in 2005. Dr. Simons has served as an expert witness in over 20 cases related to Real Estate and Environmental damages.

 Dr Simons is on several real estate and non-for-profit boards.
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Mr. James Kastelic: Speaker Coordinator



Mr. Kastelic is the Deputy Director of the Cuyahoga County Planning Commission staff, which provides planning and zoning services for Cuyahoga County and its 59 local jurisdictions. Mr. Kastelic received his BA from the University of Kansa and his MA from Kent State University, both with majors in Urban Geography. He has been with the Cuyahoga County Planning Commission and its predecessor, the Regional Planning Commission, for the past twenty-eight years. He recently supervised a seven-county study of retail and commercial land uses and has been a leader in planning efforts toward development of the Cuyahoga River Valley, including development of the Tow Path Trail. He is also adjunct faculty at the College of Urban Affairs. Mr. Kastelic currently serves on the boards of the Cuyahoga Valley Community Council, the Ohio Coastal Resource Management Project, and Scenic Ohio.


TAKEN DIRECTLY FROM 2002 CLASS WEBSITE, DON’T KNOW IF CURRENT

