
 

2009 Levin College Capstone Studio Participants 

 

 

Armand M Accordino, M.U.P.D.D. 
Armand M. Accordino is a candidate for the Master of Urban Planning, 
Design and Development program at the Levin College of Urban Affairs at 
Cleveland State University in Cleveland, Ohio. He is currently working as 
an intern at the City of Lakewood.                        
 

armandaccordino@yahoo.com 

 

 

Ian Andrews 

Ian Andrews is the Director of Development and Marketing for the Detroit 
Shoreway Community Development Organization. He is a candidate for 
the Master’s in Urban Planning Development and Design program and w
graduate in May 2009. Originally from Warren, Ohio, Ian resides in the 
Ohio City neighborhood on Cleveland’s Near-West Side and is committed 
to making Cleveland a city of choice to live, work and play. 

ill 

ianandrews04@yahoo.com 

 

Eli Auerbach, MUPDD 
Eli Auerbach is a graduate of Cleveland State University. He received his 
Bachelors in Urban Affairs in 2007. He will receive his Masters in Urban 
Planning Design and Development, May of 2009. He has also attained 
certifications in Geographical Information Systems and Economic 
Development. Currently, Mr. Auerbach works at the Levin College of Urban 
Affairs as a graduate research assistant. 
EliAuerbach@aol.com 

  

 

Michelle K. Besteder, M.A.  
Michelle K. Besteder has a Bachelor’s Degree in Fine Arts from Ohio 
University.  She holds a Master’s in Arts and Sciences from Cleveland 
State University where she also worked in the Department of Sociology as 
Adjunct Faculty.  She is expected to graduate with her second Masters in 
May of 2009 and is currently employed with Cuyahoga County. 
chellbest@yahoo.com 
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Michael G. Cook, Jr., 2009 MUPDD 
Michael Cook is a current student graduating from the Master of Urban 
Planning, Design and Development program at the Levin College of Urban 
Affairs at Cleveland State University in Cleveland, Ohio on May 16, 2009. 
He has been a graduate assistant for Dr. Richard Klein, Dr. Win Weizer, 
Prof. Doreen Swetkis, and Prof. Norman Krumholz. He interned at Slavic 
Village Development through the Cleveland Foundation’s Summer 
Internship Program, and at the City of Shaker Heights Office of 
Neighborhood Revitalization. He has also mentored under Chris Ronayne, 
President of University Circle. He lives in Lakewood with his wife and twin 
daughters. 
cook9049@yahoo.com 

 

Millicent “Millie” Davis 

Millie Davis is a candidate for the Masters of Urban Planning, Design and 
Development.  She will also be certified in economic development upon 
graduation.  Millie currently interns for Neighborhood Progress, Inc. Millie 
has a bachelor degree in business administration and economics from Kent 
State University. 
Millicent.Davis@uhhs.com 

  

 

Christine M. Dersi, B.A., M.U.P.D.D Candidate 
Christine M. Dersi is a May 2009 Masters of Urban Planning, Design, and 
Development (M.U.P.D.D.) candidate at the Levin College of Urban Affairs 
at Cleveland State University in Cleveland, Ohio.  Her undergraduate 
degree is in Environmental Studies from Allegheny College in Meadville, 
Pennsylvania. 
christine.dersi@gmail.com 

  

 

Blair Elledge 
Blair Elledge has been in the real estate industry for the previous eight 
years.  The last 5 years Blair has worked for a local developer as the VP of 
Sales.  Two years ago he determined that additional education would be 
needed to further his real estate career.  Blair is excited to graduate in 
May with his  degree in Masters of Urban Planning, Design and 
Development program in addition to the Certificate Program in Real Estate 

blairelledge@gmail.com 
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Edison L. Ellenberger 
Edison L. Ellenberger will graduate from the Master of Urban Planning, 
Design & Development program in 2009. Planning history, waterfront 
development, bicycle planning, and historic preservation are some of his 
planning-related interests. He is a Quality Assurance Advisor at a law firm 
in Cleveland, Ohio. 
eellenberger@gmail.com 

 

 

Peter C. Farina 
Pete is a candidate in the Masters of Urban Planning Design and 
Development program at the Levin College of Urban Affairs at Cleveland 
State University. Pete is an industrial and corporate service real estate 
broker at Colliers Ostendorf-Morris where he is involved in acquisition, 
disposition and portfolio management for local and national companies. 
Pete lives in the Tremont neighborhood of Cleveland, OH and will also be 
graduating with a Graduate Certificate in Urban Real Estate Development 
and Finance. 
Pete.Farina@gmail.com 

 

 

Brandon S. Hughes 
Brandon S. Hughes is a master’s student of the Urban Planning, Design 
and Development program at the Levin College of Urban Affairs at 
Cleveland State University in Cleveland, Ohio. He is also an employee for 
the City of Euclid in the Planning and Zoning department. Brandon is a 
Zoning Inspector as well as secretary to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and Architectural Review Board. 
BHUGHES@cityofeuclid.com 

 

 

Michelle L. Johnson 
Planner/Transportation Planner III, Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating 
Agency (NOACA).  Michelle is currently a planner and the Transportation 
for Livable Communities (TLCI) Project Manager at NOACA. Ms. Johnson 
has a Bachelor of Arts in Urban & Regional Planning and a Minor in 
Landscape Architecture from Miami University and is pursing a Masters 
Degree in Urban Planning, Design and Development at Cleveland State 
University.  Prior work experience includes planner and GIS specialist 
positions for Butler County, Ohio; planner for the New York City 
Department of City Planning, and private planning consultant in Cleveland, 
Ohio.  She is Co-Director of APA Ohio Cleveland and is an active member 
of the APA Ohio State Board.   
mjohnson@mpo.noaca.org 
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Thomas Jordan
Thomas will be graduating from Cleveland State in May of 2009 with a 
Masters Degree in Urban Planning. His interests include GIS, planning for 
bicycles and pedestrians, applying new technologies to planning problems, 
and analyzing planning methods with the aim of improving the equity and 
efficiency of the outcomes of the planning process.
Tomjordan42@gmail.com 

 

 

Emil N. Liszniansky 
Emil N. Liszniansky is a student in the Master of Urban Planning, Design 
and Development program at the Levin College of Urban Affairs at 
Cleveland State University in Cleveland, Ohio. He is employed as a 
consulting civil engineer specializing in transportation planning and design 
and is registered as a Professional Engineer in the State of Ohio 

E.LISZNIANSKY@csuohio.edu 

 

 

Jacquline A. Mintz
Jacquline Mintz is a Commercial Property Manager at Titan Realty Group, 
LLC in Solon, Ohio. She is active with the Cleveland Chapter of Next 
Generation a part of ICSC (International Council of Shopping Centers). 

jamintz@titanrealtygroup.net 

 

 

Daniel T Morganti 
Daniel Morganti is graduating with a Masters of Urban Planning, Design 
and Development from the Levin College of Urban Affairs at Cleveland 
State University in Cleveland, Ohio in May 2009. He recently accepted a 
position as Community Development Planner with the Stark County 
Regional Planning Commission in Canton, Ohio. 
dtmorganti@gmail.com 
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Jessica L. Morrison 

Jessica L. Morrison is a Master of Urban Planning, Design and Development 
candidate who also received her Bachelor’s in Urban Studies at Cleveland 
State University. She is currently interning at Greater Cleveland Habitat 
for Humanity where she has been for the past two and half years. 

j.l.morrison00@csuohio.edu 

  

 

Wendy Hoge Naylor, J.D. 
Wendy Naylor currently works part time as an attorney for the investment 
banking firm of Naylor Capital Corporation. She has worked in the areas of 
business strategic planning, community development, design, and historic 
preservation. She serves in her community of Chagrin Falls as Co-Chair of 
the Police Station Design Committee, Co-Chair of the Mayor’s Paper Mill 
Vision Committee, Co- Chair of the Parks Beautification Committee and on 
the Board of Your Hometown Chagrin Falls. She will graduate from 
Cleveland State with a M.U.P.D.D. in May 2009.  
whnaylor@cs.com 

  

Leah J. Pesek 
Leah J. Pesek is a two-time graduate of Cleveland State University, 
receiving her undergraduate degree in Environmental Science from the 
College of Science and her Master’s Degree in Urban Planning, Design, and 
Development from the College of Urban Affairs.  While completing her 
Master’s Degree requirements she also received her Certification in 
Geographic Information Systems (G.I.S).   
leahpesek@gmail.com 

 

  

Jenny Picciano 

Jenny Picciano is graduating in May with a Master’s of Urban Planning, 
Design and Development from the Levin College of Urban Affairs at 
Cleveland State University in Cleveland, Ohio. She holds a B.A. in 
Environmental Studies from Allegheny College in Meadville, Pennsylvania. 

j.a.picciano@csuohio.edu 
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Stephen R. Poggiali 
Stephen R. Poggiali is a planner for the Erie Regional Planning 
Commission. Mr. Poggiali’s current planning focus is with transportation 
planning and the most recent Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), 
the Erie MPO. He has also worked to develop comprehensive plans as well 
as a number of planning and community development projects for local 
communities in the Erie County area. 

SteveP@erie-county-ohio.net 

  

  

Jason M. Russell 
Jason Russell, currently holds a Bachelors of Arts in Urban Studies from 
Lehigh University. He is pursuing a Masters degree in Urban Planning, 
Design, and Development at Cleveland State University with a 
concentration in Neighborhood Development. Jason currently serves as 
president of the student chapter of the American Planning Association. He 
is also a graduate assistant for the AHANA program, which provides 
support for minority freshmen students. 
plan.russell@gmail.com 

  

 

Derek Taylor
Derek Taylor will be earning a certification in Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) and plans to pursue a job after graduation that utilizes 
these skills.  He received his undergraduate degree in political science 
from Hiram College and currently works as a research assistant with the 
radio news staff of WCPN 90.3 Ideastream.
DerekWayneTaylor@Yahoo.com 

 

 

Todd Wilson 

Todd Wilson will earn a Masters Degree from the Levin College of Urban 
Affairs at Cleveland State University in the summer of 2009. Todd earned 
a Bachelors Degree in Political Science from Occidental College in Los 
Angeles. After graduation, Todd intends on starting a small food business 
in Cleveland so he can devote more time to social justice issues that 
deeply concern him.  Todd plans on being elected as Cleveland’s Mayor in 
2014 

ToddBWilson@hotmail.com 
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Edward L. Winkfield III, CPM 

Edward Winkfield is a graduate student in the Masters of Urban Planning, 
Design, and Development Program.  His focus of study is in Real Estate 
Development Finance and Marketing Analytics.  Edward is a career 
manager and leader of people.  He is currently employed with the State 
of Ohio in the Business Enterprise Program.  His job is coordinating 
activities which place visually impaired entrepreneurs in state supported 
food service businesses many of which are on city, state, and federal 
properties. 
EWinkfieldIII@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Danielle Wonkovich 
Danielle Wonkovich is a graduate assistant at the Levin College of Urban 
Affairs and chairs as Vice-President of CSU’s student chapter of the 
American Planning Association. She will be receiving a Masters of Urban 
Planning, Design, and Development and a Certificate of Economic 
Development from Cleveland State University (2009). She holds a B.S. in 
industrial design from James Madison University in Virginia.  
dwonkovich@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Tanesha Woodall 
While pursuing a Master’s Degree in Urban Planning, Design and 
Development, she holds a full time position as a Real Estate Agent for 
Howard Hanna Real Estate Services.  For the past 3 years while pursuing 
a degree and working, she has been able to become a million dollar to
producer which has taught her how to overcome personal and business 
challenges.  She also holds a Master’s of Business Administration degree 
as well.  With her excellent knowledge of the Real Estate Industry and 
higher education, there is nothing that she can’t or will not accomplish.  
With a passion for developing urban cities and selling real estate, there 
was no other field of study that would interest her more.   

p 

 
taneshaw9@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

Christine Zuniga 
Christine Zuniga will receive her Master in Urban Planning, Design & 
Development with a concentration in Economic Development from 
Cleveland State University’s Levin College of Urban Affairs.  During her 
time as a student, Christine worked as a graduate assistant at the Center 
for Planning Research and Practice. She received her B.A. from Tulane 
University in 2004 and previously worked as a city planner in her 
hometown of San Antonio, Texas. 
c.zuniga@csuohio.edu 
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Andrew J. Zupcsan 

Andrew J. Zupcsan will be earning a Certificate in Economic Development 
in addition to his MUPDD degree. He has a Bachelor of Science in 
Chemical Engineering from Case.  He served on the Board of Directors for 
the North Coast Men’s Chorus from 2003 to 2007 and has been a 
volunteer staffer at Model United Nations competitions for over 10 years. 
a.zupcsan@csuohio.edu 

 
Not pictured: Donna Huth 
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